[Inflammation of the tail in swine. Slaughter-house findings during 1972, 1973, and 1974 (author's transl)].
In the Public Salughter-House of Utrecht, a percentage increase in the number of pigs with inflammation of the tail, which had or had not healed, was observed during the period from 1972 to 1974 inclusive. The most common secondary symptoms of inflammation consisted in embolic pneumonia, osteomyelitis of the vertebrae and abscess formation in other parts of the body, particularly the semimebranosus muscles. Osteomyelitis was found to be the most common complication in pigs in which the inflammation of the tail had healed, whereas this usually consisted in embolic pneumonia in those cases in which the inflammation of the tail had not healed. The bacteriological examination carried out in accordance with the Meat Inspection Regulations was positive in 21.7 per cent, 13.5 per cent of the cases respectively in 1972, 1973 and 1974. Micro-organisms were isolated much more frequently from the kidney than they were from the spleen and meat. There was no relationship between the presence of inflammation of the tail and climatological conditions during the fattening period. The losses at slaughter from inflammation of the tail in the Netherlands are estimated at 3-4 million guilders per annum.